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5.1.2  SUN SAFETY PROCEDURE

PURPOSE

· To ensure that children attending Eketahuna School are protected from skin damage caused by the harmful ultraviolet(UV) rays of the sun, which lead to the serious skin cancer, melanoma, in later life. 

· The procedure is to be implemented particularly during daylight saving months.

A.

As part of general skin protection strategies the school will:

1.
Ensure that shade is provided at sporting and other outdoor events, where practicable.

2.
Incorporate programmes on melanoma prevention into the curriculum.

3.
Wearing of hats/caps will be compulsory for all activities out of the classrooms, e.g. P.E, school trips, walking to and from the pool and including play and lunchtime during Terms 1 and 4.

4. Expect children to wear clothing (eg.T. Shirts/polo shirts) that has sleeves that will fully cover the shoulders and upper arms.

5.
Those students without hats or clothing as mentioned in 4, will be required to stay out of the sun.

    6.
Encourage staff to act as role models by wearing appropriate hats and clothing for all summer outdoor activities

7.
Regularly reinforce the Shady School policy in a positive way through newsletters, parent meetings, student and teacher activities.

8.  Have bucket hats and polo shirts that are sun safe for sale in the office.

9. Will maintain a supply of sun screen for student/staff use. Teachers will ensure, where possible, that their students have sunscreen on before they are released for breaks or outdoor events. 

B.
Through the School Information Booklet, parents will:


1. Be Informed of the Shady School Policy

2.
Be encouraged to put a suitable hat in their child’s bag during summer months.

3  Be encouraged to ensure their child has clothing that has sleeves that will fully cover their

   shoulders and upper arms.

    4.
Be encouraged to provide SPF30+ broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen in their child’s bag   during summer.

5.
Be asked if their child has any allergic reactions.

6.
Be encouraged to practice sun protective behaviours themselves especially while in the school grounds.
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