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3.4 CLASSROOM RELEASE TIME POLICY

RATIONALE

This is an operational policy designed in consultation with the Principal, teaching staff and in conjunction with clause 3.30 of the Primary Teachers Collective Agreement 2013-2015
PURPOSE

The intent of Classroom Release Time is to address teacher workload whilst maximizing benefits for student learning. The use of Classroom Release Time will be professionally useful for the schools teaching and learning programmes, the teacher’s professional growth and the learning needs of the students.

GUIDELINES 

1. The Principal will be responsible for the implementation of this policy.

2. Each teacher employed at 0.8 FTTE per week or more will be allocated ten hours per term in accordance with 3.30 of the Collective Contract. CRT is additional release time allowed for Provisionally Registered Teachers, or any other release time that is attached to positions of responsibility.

3. This list of uses of CRT will be amended from time to time through consultation with staff. The principal may agree to other uses for individual teachers. At Eketahuna School CRT will be used for:

• Planning

• Evaluation

• Preparing and writing reports

• Professional Development aligned to the School’s PD foci for the year. 

• Assessment

• Personal PD

• Observing other teachers

• Reading / Research

• Other uses as agreed between teacher and Principal

4. Classroom Release Time should normally be taken on site unless otherwise approved.

5. Classroom Release Time cannot be given to another member of staff.

6. The allocation of CRT will be set out during the planning for the upcoming term and staff may choose times that suit their professional needs.

7. In making arrangements for classroom release time staff will be aware of the total amount of CRT time available and the availability of suitable relieving teachers.

8. Where for genuine reasons, during term planning or at short notice, it is not possible to provide CRT to an individual or group of teachers the school will:

• Endeavour to relocate the CRT at a later date in the school year.

Conclusion

The use of classroom release time will be professionally useful for the school’s teaching and learning programmes, the teachers professional growth and the learning needs of the student.

Signed: _______________________ BOT Chairperson         Date: ________________
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